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TERRAPIN AQUARIUM 
On purchasing your new aquarium it is important to understand that the natural process of maturing a biological filter inside the tank will take 4 – 6 weeks. Whilst the tank is maturing it is important to follow the following steps. The addition of King British Turtle & Terrapin Water Freshner will reduce the period of time it takes to mature a biological filter to approximately 4 weeks, however there are various factors that influence the period of time it takes to mature a filter.
1) Place aquarium on level smooth surface.

2) Stick background onto tank.

3) Wash gravel thoroughly (in colander or similar.)

4) Fill tank with cold water.
5) Add décor etc.
6) Ensure sufficient dry areas for each terrapin. 

7) Add some living plant such as Elodea Crispa (Oxygenation weed) 
8) Add correct dose of de-chlorinator. (see label)

9) Float terrapin in closed bag for 1 hour. (Ensure terrapin can rest.)
10) Open bag and release terrapin into aquarium.

11) Leave tank light off for 24 hours.

12) Don’t feed terrapin for first 24 hours.

Initial Maintenance. (First 4-6 weeks)

A) Feed terrapin sparingly daily. (Remove any uneaten food after 2 hours) 
B) After two days King British Turtle & Terrapin Water Freshner to the aquarium daily to speed up the maturing process.  

C) Change half the water every 5 days. (Preferably via under gravel cleaner.) 

D) Refill the aquarium using cold water that has been de-chlorinated at least 1 hour previously.  (If possible prepare the water required for water changes adding de-chlorinator the night before and leave next to aquarium to ensure temperature is similar to that in the aquarium
E) If the aquarium becomes cloudy change a maximum of half the water more regularly and reduce feed, until clarity returns. 
F) The filters will take 4-6 weeks to establish enough bacteria to break down the terrapins waste. Under no circumstances totally clean out the aquarium and gravel as this will kill all the filter bacteria already established and the 4-6 weeks establishing period will start at day 1 again. 
      Routine Maintenance (After filter is established.)

1) Feed terrapin daily with bloodworm or terrapin food on alternate days.
2) Leave light on for 12-16 hours a day. 

3) Test water weekly. (For ammonia, nitrite & pH.)

4) Change 50% of the aquarium water fortnightly using an under gravel cleaner. This will clear the terrapins waste from the gravel. 

5) When changing the water always prepare the new water preferably the night before using de-chlorinator. 

6) Clean the aquarium glass using either magnetic cleaner or algae pad as required. 

Fish Health

Check the terrapins carefully on a regular basis.  If problems occur, please contact us for assistance immediately as the terrapin will require medication.
· Cloudy / Creamy shell (Bacterial problem, usually due to poor water.)
· Soft Shell (Lack of calcium in diet, occasionally feed raw mincemeat but remove uneaten food after 2 hours) 
Terrapins can be treated with aquarium salt, parasite and bacterial treatments. However the majority of health problems result from poor water quality and insufficient maintenance.
